Annual Report 2011/2012

“The key point for people to recognise is that Landcare is about caring for the
land to help it sustain us into the future and it’s up to everyone to get
involved.”
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Media Release
26 March 2012

RIVERLAND WEST LOCAL ACTION PLANNING CHANGES ITS NAME TO RIVERLAND WEST
LANDCARE
There was unanimous agreement at the 2011 Riverland West Local Ac/on Planning Associa/on
AGM when Chairman, Roger Schmitke, asked members to vote to change the organisa/ons
name to Riverland West Landcare.
The commiee’s decision to re-brand the organisa/on was based primarily on the concern that
the /tle ‘Local Ac/on Planning Associa/on’ did not reﬂect what we actually do. A8er many
years of working in the community people were confused about our role or thought we were a
completely diﬀerent kind of organisa/on.
By aligning ourselves with such a well known organisa/on like Landcare, we believe we can
reach more community members and poten/al funders.
The chairman of the Landcare Associa/on of South Australia Inc, Gerry Butler commented “as a
member of Landcare it is implied that such an organisa/on should have as its core principles
the protec/on and enhancement or our environment. With this in mind, the Landcare
Associa/on of SA is proud to have Riverland West LAP as a member and support its choice to
change its name to Riverland West Landcare”.
Riverland West LAP has always strived to work with the community and landholder groups to
protect, restore and enhance our natural assets within our region. Changing its name to
Riverland West Landcare will deﬁne the shi8 that is taking place within the organisa/on as it
takes on a stronger vision.
Steps to launch the new branding for the organisa/on are currently being undertaken including
the new brand insignia picture above. In the mean/me, any ques/ons or requests for further
informa/on should be directed to Roger Schmitke, Riverland West Landcare chairman, on 0427
632 369 or email r.mallyons@bigpond.com
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Background
Riverland West Local Ac/on Planning Associa/on trading as Riverland
West Landcare (RWL) is an ac/ve group of volunteers and staﬀ that
manage and implement community based natural resource
management.
Our main focus is a 20km corridor either side of the River Murray
between Lock 1 and Lock 3 (or approximately Banrock Sta/on to
Blanchetown).
Our greatest natural resource in this region is the River Murray and its
associated ﬂoodplains and wetlands. This resource supports the
townships of Morgan, Cadell and Waikerie. It is also vital for the
signiﬁcant amount of hor/cultural crops which are found in our area
including citrus, grapes, almonds, vegetables and olives.
RWL is primarily funded by the SAMDBNRM Board’s community grant
scheme which allows the community to achieve RWL objec/ves in
rela/on to the Local Ac/on Plan as well as the SAMDB regional plan.
The areas in which RWL operates are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wetland and Floodplain Management
Land and Water Management Planning
Capacity Building
Revegeta/on
Biodiversity Restora/on and Conserva/on
Threatened Species Recovery

Riverland West has achieved many outcomes since its incep/on in
1996, and has endeavoured since this /me to obtain greater security
of tenure for our staﬀ and to meet (at /mes) an onerous level of
repor/ng while s/ll achieving worthwhile outcomes.
We have con/nued to aﬃrm the partnerships between a growing
number of community groups commied to on – ground ac/on. This
in turn has provided residents in the Riverland West area with an
opportunity to achieve a common mission that is reﬂected in the Plan
and by the current level and extent of collabora/on between
investors, policy makers, governments and private bodies. This
collabora/on acts as a vital mechanism for enabling the Riverland
West community to achieve the economic, social and environmental
goals that will enhance the local environment.
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Joint networks and on-ground assistance
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Community Members
CARE Team
Local Ac/on Planning Associa/ons
District Council Loxton Waikerie
Mid Murray Council
Cadell Training Centre Work Group
Greening Australia
Brenda Park Scos-Creek Rehabilita/on Group
Hart Lagoon Wetland Group
Murbpook Lagoon Floodplain Group
Nigra Creek Landholder Group
Ramco Wetland Management Group
Waikerie Primary School Youth Environment Team
Ramco Primary School Environment Group
River Murray Youth Council
Regent Parrot Recovery Team
Waikerie High School
1st Waikerie Scout Group
Havenhand Chocolates
Karringal residents
Nature Founda/on SA
SAMDBNRM Board
DENR
SA MDB NRM Group
Department for Water
Mapping Services Australia
Paul White Photos
Junior Youth Environment Forums
Illalangi
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Priority Issues
Over the past 16 years, the Local Ac/on Planning process has con/nued to aﬃrm the
partnerships between a growing number of community groups commied to onground ac/on. With the release of the Strategic Plan in 2009, seven main issues were
iden/ﬁed and will be addressed over a ten year period.

1.

Sustainable irriga2on and drainage management

The future approach for Sustainable Irriga/on will focus on managing irriga/on
industries within water availability. Targets have been set surrounding minimizing
impacts of irriga/on induced saline groundwater, the implementa/on of irriga/ondistrict based Codes of Prac/ce, and water use eﬃciency.
2.

Environmental Flows, Floodplains and Wetlands

In light of reduced River Murray ﬂows which seriously threaten its environmental
values, the RWLAP aims to manage local water resources sustainably, and ensure
that water will be available to priority riverine ecosystems.
3.

Biodiversity and habitat management in the dryland area

Extensive land clearance throughout the 20th century has reduced the na/ve
vegeta/on cover essen/al for many species of mallee-dependent birds and wildlife.
To improve the situa/on, targets have been set around the increase of na/ve
vegeta/on cover as well as its condi/on, and threatened species management.
4.
Sustainable Recrea2on
As the demand for outdoor ac/vi/es increases, impacts of recrea/on on the
environment are becoming more pronounced. It is aimed to reduce these impacts
and over ten years, rehabilitate ten high priority sites.
5.

Water Quality including Salinity

Water quality and salinity have direct impacts on irriga/on, industrial and domes/c
use, recrea/on and tourism as well as biodiversity. The RWLAP will aim to work with
stakeholders addressing these issues, so that salinity will be kept at acceptable levels,
and EPA water quality targets will be met.
6.

Sustainable Dryland Farming

Dryland makes up a signiﬁcant propor/on of the RWLAP area and erosion and
degrada/on problems are common. Targets are aimed at improving soil and land
condi/on; reduce degrading processes, sustainable pasture management, and pest
management.
7.

Educa2on and Awareness

The RWLAP relies heavily on volunteers. Each of the above issues proposes speciﬁc
educa/on and awareness ac/ons including but not limited to; engaging our youth
and engaging Aboriginal people.
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Management Commi:ee
Execu2ve Commi:ee
Roger Schmitke – Chairperson, Public Oﬃcer
Member since 2007
Interests: Vintage Tractors, environment, Hart Lagoon Wetland Group

Frances Simes – Deputy Chairperson
Member since 1996
Interests: Local and Global Environment

Renee Thompson - Secretary
Member since 2004
Interests: Wetland and ﬂoodplain management, hor/culture

Commi:ee Members
Elise Byrne
Member since 2003
Interests: art & cra8s, environment, family vi/culture business, Brenda Park Scos Creek
Wetland Group

Jeany Winter
Member since 2006
Interests: Family, Environment and sport

Kim Webber
Member since 2011
Interests: To make Waikerie and surrounds a beer place for our children to grow up in

David Peake
Member since 2011
Interests: Passionate about the health of the Murray-Darling Basin, and working with the
environment

Dawn Horton
Member since 2012
Interests: Na/ve ﬂora and fauna, quil/ng, and kniQng
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Staﬀ Members

Project Oﬃcer
Karen Bishop
Full /me

Project Oﬃcer
Assistant

Project Oﬃcer
Assistant

Megan Davis
Currently on
Maternity Leave

Nicole Hahn
Part /me

For more informa/on on how you can become involved with Riverland West Landcare
please contact our oﬃce by:
Phone :

(08) 8541 2611

12a Peake Terrace

Fax :

(08) 8541 3955

Waikerie SA 5330

Email: admin@rwlandcare.org.au
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Chairman’s Report

On behalf of the Riverland West Landcare I would like to welcome you to our 16th annual
general mee/ng.
The name change to Riverland West Landcare has been accepted and gone very well.
Signage has been changed at the side of the oﬃce and an addi/onal sign placed at the front
of the building. A new vehicle has been purchased and the new Landcare sign with website
is displayed on the side.
Once again receiving 100% water alloca/on in the River Murray has been a great relief to
our environment especially to the Wetlands. A full water alloca/on has increased viability
for irrigators with spinoﬀs both ﬁnancially and emo/onally and visual improvement has
assisted tourism. However high water has made it diﬃcult for monitoring of a number of
wetland sites requiring canoes to access them.
The declara/on of Hogwash Bend Conserva/on Park was ﬁnalised on the 6th September
2012. It is hoped that with the declara/on of the Park control can be gained over motorbike
usage for the sake of Regent Parrots.
On 1st September a ‘Walk for a Healthy Hart’ was held at Hart Lagoon where an informa/on
session was given. Darren Schmitke talked about the vegeta/on along the walking track
from the kangaroo enclosure to the new bird hide constructed by the Cadell Training Centre
Work Group.
Congratula/ons go to Karen Bishop on achieving a successful applica/on in funding for
running the oﬃce for a further year. A full list of achievements can be found in the 2011-12
Projects sec/on.
Karen also nominated Raelene and myself for the state Community Achievement awards
2011 at which we were successful in winning the Fivestar Print Environment and
Sustainability Award.
I wish to commend Jeany Winter in her educa/on of our youth and especially for winning
the Educa/on Award at the 2011 South Australian Landcare Awards. This put them in the
running for the Na/onal /tle and Jeany, Karen and two YET students with their parents
made the trip to Sydney for the Na/onal Landcare Awards in September. Unfortunately,
they didn’t win but we are extremely proud of their environmental work and our
partnership.
Since October 2011 Darren Schmitke has been working on and made a /reless eﬀort in
developing a four camera, con/nuous video system for Regent Parrot nest sites which is
now working successfully. I commend him for this. Achievement for this system is not
known of anywhere else in the world.
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The commiee expresses its apprecia/on to our many partners, the SA Murray-Darling
Basin Natural Resources Management Board (SA MDB NRM Board), SA MDB NRM Group,
the District Council of Loxton Waikerie, Mid Murray Council, Ramco & Waikerie Primary
Schools, Waikerie High School, Scos Creek Outdoor Educa/on Centre, Cadell Training
Centre Work Group, Havenhand Chocolates, DENR, and the residents of Karingal Nursing
Home who con/nue to document our history through colla/on of newspaper ar/cles.
Thanks to Karen, Megan and Nicole for their pa/ents and support. Also the Commiee for
their ongoing support and their interes/ng conversions during the meal breaks of
mee/ngs. A8er listening to their conversa/ons I now feel I am going to be a beer great
grandparent.
Roger Schmitke
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Project Oﬃcer Report
To say the last 12 months has been busy would be an understatement. There have been
many achievements during this /me and one of the biggest was rebranding ourselves to
Riverland West Landcare (RWL). This decision was made at the 2011 AGM and has been
met with posi/ve response from the community. We also welcomed two representa/ves
from the District Council Loxton Waikerie and the Mid Murray Council respec/vely who will
be instrumental in feeding back informa/on to both or our council areas.
Whilst RWL has con/nued to support local programs such as wetland monitoring, capacity
building events, on ground works and raising community awareness of natural resource
management issues, successful grant applica/ons have seen several addi/onal projects
being undertaken throughout the year. These have included wetland monitoring markers
for 5 managed wetlands, brochures and other promo/onal materials, revegeta/on projects
and ongoing support for both the Young Irrigator Group and the Regent Parrot Recovery
Team.
Regent parrot surveys are being conducted again this year and the team are also working
on collec/ng addi/onal data to build on the informa/on we already have. A team of
volunteers and a regional ecologist from the Department of Environment, Water and
Natural Resources (DEWNR) are catching, banding and releasing Regents in order to track
their movements outside of the nes/ng period. This data will provide details on ﬂight paths,
feeding grounds, site ﬁdelity and poten/ally, life spans of the birds which is going to supply
us with extremely valuable informa/on for future inves/ga/ons.
Our partnerships with schools con/nues to grow which I see as one of our most sustainable
resources. Waikerie High School students are u/lising local wetlands for year 12 research
projects as well as other classes par/cipa/ng in some hands on monitoring where donning
a set of waders have proven to be a huge drawcard! As always, the Waikerie Primary Youth
Environment Team con/nue to be leaders in environmental sustainability and we are proud
to be partners with these enthusias/c youth members. Ramco Primary established their
Environment Group last year and con/nue to do great work at their school with recent
addi/ons to the garden and chook yard.
However, one of the most exci/ng projects for me personally, was the development of an
Indigenous garden which is located behind Illalangi on the Sturt Highway. It is so exci/ng to
have an idea progress from sketches on a piece of paper to a beau/fully landscaped garden
for all of the community to enjoy. A very big thank you must go to Keryn and John Gorman
who got behind the idea, put an extraordinary amount of work into the project and helped
turn the dream into a reality. I believe this will be a valuable asset for the community in
terms of embracing our Aboriginal culture and educa/ng people on alterna/ve plants to
use in their gardens.
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RWL acknowledge that these posi/ve environmental outcomes could not be achieved
without the ongoing ﬁnancial assistance provided by local, state and federal funding.
However, without the valuable contribu/ons of our volunteers through their /me, hands
on work and local knowledge it would not be possible to implement these projects and for
that we are truly grateful.
In closing, I would like to thank the commiee for their sustained support and for ensuring
that the Riverland West Landcare con/nues to deliver community projects of value. My
admin assistant Megan le8 us in May to have her beau/ful lile girl Ella and I have been
fortunate to have Nicole step in and ﬁll this posi/on. My thanks go to both of these
capable ladies who make the oﬃce such an enjoyable place to be.
Finally, to the Riverland West community, thank you for your ideas, support and
encouragement over the past 12 months and I look forward to the year ahead.
Kind regards

Karen Bishop
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2011-2012 Projects
The projects listed below were funded within the 2011-2012 ﬁnancial year. All
projects have been ini/ated however, not all have been completed at this stage.

South Australian Murray Darling Basin NRM
Board Funding
Implementaon of the 2011/12 Caring for our Country Priority Acons
including:
• Suppor/ng and engaging community groups within the Riverland West area
• Maintenance of the RW Landcare oﬃce
• Increasing volunteer recruitment and involvement in natural resource
management
• Coordina/on and delivery of ac/vi/es to raise community awareness, knowledge
and skills

Locaon, locaon, locaon – Riverland Wetlands
This joint project partnership proposes to colour code monitoring points (ground &
surface water, salinity, birds, tree health, frogs, ﬁsh and photopoints) for the
Riverland West, Berri Barmera. Loxton to Bookpurnong and Renmark to the Border
LAPs. This will not only improve the orienta/on around the wetlands thus minimizing
damage to the ﬂoodplain (vehicles driving where they shouldn’t) but will enable
community volunteers to easily locate the sites and their valuable /me won’t be
wasted.

From LAP to Landcare
In response to the decision to change our name to Riverland West Landcare at the
2011 AGM, brochures and other promo/onal material was developed to reinforce
the posi/ve outcomes associated with becoming volunteers for organisa/ons such as
ours. These are being distributed throughout the community including being handed
out at ﬁeld days.

“Stop that car” and save a ﬂoodplain
The Ramco Wetland Management Group’s primary focus is on habitat rehabilita/on
and following the a8ermath of the recent ﬂood event, it has become even more
apparent for the need to protect the ﬂoodplain from vehicle access. The group has
recently secured funding through Coca Cola and Landcare to decommission tracks on
the ﬂoodplain surrounding the lagoon. This funding has allowed for appropriate
signage to be developed to reinforce the need to restrict both cars and motorbikes
and clearly shows that the tracks are to be used by foot/bicycle traﬃc only.

Various wetland projects
This funding allowed for the manufacture of ﬁsh gates for both Hart and Murbpook
lagoons which will be ﬁed once current high water levels recede. Bathymetric
surveys have also been conducted for Murbpook lagoon inlet and Markaranka lagoon
to iden/fy any obstruc/ons to ﬂow.
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State Government Funded projects
DENR (State NRM Program 2011-12 Community Grants)
Increase the proﬁle and awareness of volunteering in NRM
This project aims to engage individuals, community groups and other stakeholders in
NRM ac/vi/es through the delivery of NRM informa/on through The Riverland
Weekly bi-monthly newsleer, RWL website and Facebook page. Retractable
promo/onal banners will be developed for use at various community events
including the Riverland Field Days.

Supporng educaon of youth in sustainable water management
This funding will allow for the con/nued support for the Waikerie Young Irrigator
Group established in 2009 in the form of on farm trials and oﬀ farm capacity building
ac/vi/es including workshops and ﬁeld trips. The previous two years of trial work and
consulta/on undertaken with the group has culminated in increased awareness of
cri/cal NRM issues. The aim of this next phase is to promote long-term change in
prac/ce.

Increasing parcipaon and community awareness of biodiversity
acvies
This project will invest in volunteer programs which will develop the knowledge and
skills of community members with the inten/on of recrui/ng and retaining new
volunteers to help mange our wetlands and ﬂoodplains. A highlight of this project
was the “walk for a healthy Hart” event, a social walk conducted by members of the
Hart Lagoon Wetland Group to share their knowledge of the lagoon.

Raising cultural awareness with an interpreve indigenous garden
The aim of this project is to increase cultural knowledge and awareness by crea/ng
an interpre/ve na/ve garden featuring local species of bush tucker plants for the
local and wider community to visit. Interpre/ve signs will be placed in the garden to
iden/fy each plant species, a descrip/on of the plants uses and how it grows
naturally. A brochure will also be developed containing all the plant details for
visitors to take home with them.

Supporng Regent Parrot Recovery Project volunteers
The object of this project is to provide ongoing support for the Regent Parrot
ecosystem preserva/on and restora/on project volunteer program established in
2009. Dedicated volunteers will be engaged to complete the data set from the 2010
surveys for the whole river corridor in the state. This ongoing informa/on collec/ng is
vital to the management and planning process for threatened species and ecosystem
preserva/on. Volunteers will be reimbursed for any out of pocket expenses incurred
during the survey period.
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Other Funded Projects

Coca Cola and Landcare Australia
Habitat restoraon at Ramco lagoon
With a primary focus on habitat rehabilita/on and following the a8ermath of the
recent ﬂood event, it has become even more apparent for the need to protect the
ﬂoodplain from vehicle access. This not only causes major erosion issues but facilitates the transference of non-na/ve plant species via tyres etc. This funding will allow
the Ramco Wetland Management Group to close oﬀ all non essen/al tracks with the
objec/ve that restric/ng vehicle access will also increase the ecological character of
the area through increased regenera/on of na/ve vegeta/on.

Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous
Aﬀairs
Freedom of informaon
This funding allowed for the purchase of a mul/ func/on printer to allow newsleers,
minutes and promo/onal material to be printed by volunteer groups to distribute
within their own groups and the community.

Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure
Blanchetown revegetaon project
This funding will allow for Riverland West Landcare to implement revegeta/on works
as an oﬀset for the removal of vegeta/on at the junc/on of the Sturt Highway with
the Blanchetown Access Road.
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UNCONFIRMED
MINUTES OF THE RIVERLAND WEST LOCAL ACTION PLANNING ASSOCIATION
15TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
HELD AT WAIKERIE PRIMARY SCHOOL
FRIDAY 28TH OCTOBER, 2011 AT 6.00PM
PRESENT:
Karen Bishop (RWLAP Project Oﬃcer)
Megan Cur/s (RWLAP Project Oﬃcer Assistant)
Roger Schmitke (Chairman)
Frances Simes
(Vice Chairperson)
Renee Thompson (Secretary)
Elise Byrne
Terry Byrne
Karen Richardson David Peake
Phil Bishop
Jesse Bishop
Raelene Schmitke Jeany Winter
Tony Meissner
Darren Schmitke
Doug Mason
Meredith Arnold
Elsie Ridley
1.

MEETING OPENED 6:12 pm

The Project Oﬃcer, Karen Bishop welcomed all to the 15th AGM, thanked them for aending and explained
the format of the evening.

2.

GUEST SPEAKER – Mr Gerry Butler (Landcare SA)

Gerry introduced himself and explained his background with Landcare, and some of the projects he has
worked on. He gave some background on how Landcare in SA formed and the groups they work closely
with. Gerry’s presenta/on was very interes/ng and informa/ve and there were many ques/ons asked of
him a8er the presenta/on.
A copy of Gerry’s presenta/on is available in the RWLAP oﬃce if anyone is interested in reading it.
BREAK FOR TEA 7:05 – 7:51pm
3.

WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

Apologies were read out by the Project Oﬃcer.
APOLOGIES
Philip Strachan
Carlene Schmitke
Chris Fels
Tania Schultz
Donn Darling
Jane Parkyn
4.

Peter Forward
Steve Frost
Karlene Maywald & Family
Diana Garre
Anna McRae

Peter Waanders
Luke Frost
David Roediger
Kym Webber

Tim Whetstone
Janine Frost
Tammie Edwards
Dick Smith
Greg Noble

CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

Frances Simes Moved the minutes of the previous AGM held 29/10/10 be adopted. Seconded by Jeany
Winter.
CARRIED
5.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

Presented by Roger Schmitke as per Annual Report.
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6.

PROJECT OFFICER’S REPORT
Karen Bishop presented her report which is included with the Annual Report, and gave a power point
presenta/on explaining current funding and projects. She also thanked the volunteers that freely
give their /me and presented them with a gi8, including a small gi8 for the commiee members also.

7.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Renee Thompson moved that the ﬁnancial report be adopted. Seconded by Frances Simes.
CARRIED
8.

ELECTION OF AUDITORS

Nicole Brock has agreed to help with accoun/ng issues with needed.
Renee Thompson moved that WHK are re-appointed as Auditors. Seconded by Elise Byrne.
CARRIED
9.

MEMBERSHIP AND ELECTIONS

9.1.

COMMUNITY MEMBERS

Everyone is encouraged to become a member of RWLAP. This doesn’t mean that you have to be a commiee
member. If you would like to become a member, please complete the membership applica/on at the back of
the Annual Report and give it to an RWLAP Commiee Member, the Project Oﬃcer or the Project Oﬃcer.
9.2.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Roger Schmitke, Frances Simes, Renee Thompson and Greg Noble’s posi/ons have expired and are up for reelec/on. Roger, Frances and Renee all agreed to re-nominate.
Greg Noble, who was absent from the AGM, was contacted a8er the mee/ng and he has decided not to renominate for a commiee posi/on.
Elise Byrne and Jeany Winter s/ll have 1 year to serve as a commiee member.
Frances Simes, Kym Webber and David Peake have handed in nomina/on forms.
10.

BUSINESS ARISING AND QUESTION TIME

Prior to the AGM, a leer regarding the “Commiee’s Recommenda/on for changes to the RWLAP Cons/tu/on” was sent to all members for considera/on prior to the AGM. The recommenda/on was as follows;
“PROPOSED KEY CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION COVER THE FOLLOWING AREAS:
Title change: Wherever the name ‘Riverland West Local Acon Planning Associaon Incorporated’ appears, it
is amended to read ‘Riverland West Local Acon Planning Associaon Incorporated trading as Riverland West
Landcare Group’.
RECOMMENDATION FROM THE RWLAP COMMITTEE:
That RWLAP members endorse and adopt the updated Riverland West Local Acon Planning Associaon Incorporated Constuon as presented at the AGM on 28th October, 2011 and that this then be forwarded to the
Oﬃce of Business and Consumer Aﬀairs for approval.”
A dra8 of the new Landcare-based logo was shown, and it was decided to remove the word “group” from the
name and the logo. The new name would therefore be “Riverland West Landcare”.
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It was moved by Renee Thompson that “Riverland West Local Ac/on Planning Associa/on Incorporated
change its name to ‘Riverland West Landcare’ and adopt the new Landcare logo”. Seconded by Elise Byrne,
all those members present at the mee/ng were in favour.
CARRIED
Elise Byrne was thanked for raising the issue regarding the name change over 18 months ago, and eﬀec/vely
puQng the name change in mo/on.

11.

CLOSE OF MEETING

Chairman thanked everyone for coming and closed the mee/ng.
Mee/ng closed at 8:28pm
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