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2014-15 Funding Received

People & Volunteers
Biodiversity
Wetlands
Sustainable Farming

43.4% of our total funding has been put
toward Biodiversity, and in particular our
ongoing Regent Parrot Recovery Program.

This funding will result in the
development of a South Australian
Regent Parrot Management Plan to
drive future decision making for the SA
Regent Parrot Recovery Team (RPRT)
and the continued engagement of
volunteers.
During the recent State Landcare
Conference held in Waikerie, the RPRT
received the 2015 Australian
Government Partnerships with
Landcare Award.
This is a great achievement and a
testament to their commitment to the
conservation of this nationally
threatened species.
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Waikerie Men’s Shed Members

People
and Volunteers
People and Volunteers
33.1% of our total funding has been
directed toward our volunteers.
The support of community volunteers is
crucial to the success of not for profit
organisations like Riverland West
Landcare.
Our aim is to engage with the community
and provide opportunities to become
involved in the decision making process
for natural resource management within
our region.
This is achieved through training and
workshops and regular updates through
social media and emails.

During the past 12 months, our
volunteers have contributed in many
varied ways including:
¨

Attending RWL committee
meetings

¨

Assisting at the State Landcare
Conference

¨

Wetland monitoring

¨

Regent Parrot surveys

¨

E-watering programs

¨

Floodplain protection

¨

Pest plant control

River Murray Youth Council

NRM
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River Murray Youth Council
The RMYC is a fantastic opportunity for
high school students to come together
with other students interested in natural
resource management.
RWL is proud to be a part of the
mentoring program offered to the RMYC,
including transporting Waikerie High
School students to full-day forums held
at different locations around the
Riverland.
In 2014-15 the RMYC team have been
to Monarto Zoo, a dryland/livestock farm
in Loxton, Calperum Station and Katfish
Reach at Katarapko.

Young Environmental Leaders
The YEL is another great program run by
the Natural Resources SA MDB team for
primary school students in years 5 to 7.
It is a great way to ensure young people
have a connection with nature, have some
fun and get to know their local
environment.
This year, the YEL have participated in
excursions to Waikerie, Moorook/Yatco
lagoon, Riverland Field Day at Barmera
and will finish the year with an
Environmental Art themed forum.

Carp Muster at Brenda Park Wetland

Wetlands
Wetlands
‘Wetlands are dynamic systems that change
through time. This change is normal and
expected.’ (Yarrow, 2009)
During 2014-15 several of our wetlands
went through a drying phase or were
‘drawing down’ as it is referred to. The
regulating structures were closed in late
December so we could manipulate the
water levels in the lagoons as per their
Management Plans.
Ideally, this would have occurred during
Spring to encourage germination of
wetland plants on the exposed mud flats
however, weir pool manipulation kept the
river at an elevated level which
postponed the closure.

Water levels in the lagoon will also
determine what birds you will see when
visiting the different wetlands.
Shallow waters created by the drawdown
will attract shorebirds such as the Rednecked Avocet, Red-kneed Dotterel or the
Black-winged Stilt. In December 2014,
over 3,000 water birds were recorded on
Hart lagoon alone – pretty amazing stuff!
Another benefit to drawing down a wetland
is the opportunity to eradicate any carp.
Prior to reopening the regulator at Brenda
Park, over 70 carp were removed from the
remaining shallow body of water.

E-Watering
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Water and some funding was received
from the Commonwealth
Environmental Water Office for ewatering of the Markaranka South and
East Wetland Basins.
In total, just over 2.6GL of water was
delivered through flooding with a range
of positive ecological outcomes
achieved including:
· Frog breeding
· Improvement in health of vegetation
· Supported a waterbird breeding
event
· Supported threatened species such
as the Southern Bell Frog and the
Regent Parrot

Similarly, Ramco lagoon received 705ML
of water over the 2014-15 water year
through Water for Nature. This was
delivered utilising a sprinkler irrigation
system with the objectives for this project
including:
·

Maintaining minimum soil moisture to
support growth of black box and river
red gum seedlings

·

Maintaining healthy mature trees and
lignum shrubs to produce high
volumes of seed

·

Supporting and expanding a suitable
habitat for Regent Parrots

Partnerships

Youth Environment Team &
Banrock Station
The YET have been involved with
Banrock’s Black Box Restoration project
for the last 3 years and this year, they
managed to get 600 tubestock into the
ground.
They are just one of six schools involved
in this project and to date, approximately
30,000 tubestock have been planted.
Survival rates are seasonal and
dependent on site preparation but this is
such a great opportunity for children to
help another organisation while getting
dirty and having some fun!

Innovation Trail
The Innovation Trail was a week long
event providing an opportunity for
community members to experience
some of the most unique and innovative
agriculture and food enterprises in the
Riverland.
Berri Barmera LAP took the initiative and
RWL, together with other Riverland and
Mid Murray LAPs worked together to
deliver this successful event with over
50 people attending the long lunch held
at the Barmera Field Day site.
Those who participated were impressed
with what’s on offer right here in the
Riverland.

Murray Darling Lilies
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22.2015 SAMDB Regent Parrot Recovery Support Project
· Supporting the community led SAMDB Regent Parrot Recovery Team in future
activities
141.2015 RWL Conservation and Community Engagement
· Engaging community members and industry partners to become part of the
citizen science movement through collaborative projects
119.2015 RWL Community Projector and Screen
· A new projector and screen has been purchased for community groups to use
120.2105 Hart Lagoon floodplain protection
121.2015 Ramco Lagoon floodplain protection
· Both of these projects aim to increase the ecological character of the floodplains
through the restriction of 4 wheel drive vehicles

Pelicans

Want more information?
Want more information?

12a Peake Terrace

Email:

Waikerie SA 5330

Karen@rwlandcare.org.au

Phone: 08 8541 2611

admin@rwlandcare.org.au

Fax: 08 8541 3955

www.rwlandcare.org.au

2014-15 Chairman Report

On behalf of Riverland West Landcare I would like to welcome you all to the 19th Annual General
Meeting.
Riverland West Landcare has been rather “low key” this past year. An ongoing problem with
finance from the government continues to have a big impact on its operations.

Our Landcare is very proud to have been highly involved in the first Landcare Conference held in
the country for many years. Waikerie was “put on the map” with 130 delegates attending bringing
with them much income to the town.
Businesses such as the Waikerie Hotel, Illalangi, Havenhand, Rainmoth Gallery, local bus services,
motels and houseboat owners were some of the benefiters. Karen, Nicole and I were on the
Organising Committee. Waikerie Youth Environment Team and Riverland Youth Council made a
very good presentation on the last afternoon. Sadly a lot of the delegates did not stay for this.

Hart Lagoon continues to have bollards stolen from around the outside of the lagoon. A small
grant was obtained for their replacement. The Waikerie Men’s Shed assisted in putting up the new
bollards. The Waikerie Men’s Shed and Luke Frost have also helped out with the environmental
watering at Ramco Lagoon when Bish was unable to do so. We sadly lost a valuable community
member, volunteer and friend when Bish passed away during the year.
Many thanks to my Committee for their support.

Roger Schmitke
Chairperson

2014-15 Project Oﬃcer Report

The 2014-15 year has proved to be a challenging one both personally and professionally, however
with great community support and team work, Riverland West Landcare (RWL) has con%nued to
deliver natural resource management projects and community engagement ac%vi%es.
Reduced funding has encouraged RWL to take an adap%ve management approach, and working
collabora%vely with other groups in the region appears to be the way to keep moving forward. A
great example of this is our partnership with Banrock Sta%on and their revegeta%on program
involving school students. This year the Waikerie Primary School Youth Environment Team
contributed by plan%ng 600 tubestock, bringing the 10 Ha site up to around 30,000 plants in the
ground in the past three years. Over 71 species are represented including trees, shrubs, grasses
and groundcovers. Given that the Riverland is not known for undertaking large revegeta%on
ventures, this partnership provides a great way for kids to get involved with a project of this scale
and develop sustainable partnerships outside of their own community.
This fostering of partnerships was also achieved in a ﬁrst for the Riverland, when RWL and other
Local Ac%on Planning (LAPs) organisa%ons together with Natural Resources South Australian
Murray-Darling Basin (Natural Resources SAMDB) and Berri Barmera Council conducted an
Innova%on Trail. This week long event oﬀered a variety of ac%vi%es including 8 farm visits and a
long lunch featuring guest speakers and local produce. The Innova%on Trail provided community
members with the opportunity to experience ﬁrsthand some of the unique and advanced
agriculture and food enterprises from the region. The success of this event proves that we can
work collabora%vely throughout the Riverland to deliver quality events that brings landholders,
business owners and community together to discuss future direc%on for the region.
In a move to build diversity into our strategic plan, RWL is working with the Department of
Environment, Water and Natural Resources (DEWNR) by taking on the role of Project
Management for the environmental watering of seven wetland sites. This value adds to the
ongoing partnership with the Nature Founda%on SA and their Water for Nature e-watering
program being implemented in the area.
Hos%ng the 2015 State Community Landcare Conference in Waikerie, in conjunc%on with
Landcare Associa%on SA, was a deﬁnite highlight for the year. This was only enhanced when the
SA Regent Parrot Recovery Team were announced the winners of the 2015 Australian
Government Partnerships with Landcare award. This is a great achievement and well deserved
recogni%on for the team’s ongoing commitment to the conserva%on of this na%onally threatened
species.

A challenge for RWL moving forward will be to ensure that we become more crea%ve in the way
we source funding whilst maintaining our focus on sustainable natural resource management.
This will involve working closely with exis%ng partners including local government and other
community groups and organisa%ons. Of course, the delivery of on ground works would not be
possible without the assistance of our volunteers and we sincerely thank them for their ongoing
support of our projects.
I would also like to thank the RWL commiAee for the %me and eﬀort they have invested over the
past year, not only on the RWL commiAee but also with the community and community groups
they are involved with. A special thanks goes to Nicole who wore many hats during the past 12
months when I was unable to be in the oﬃce, her assistance has been invaluable and very much
appreciated.

Karen Bishop
Project Oﬃcer

